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Middle schooler separated from classmates during lockdown drill
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The superintendent of the Stafford County School District on Oct. 9, 2018, said he has personally
apologized to a transgender middle school student who was separated from her classmates during a
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lockdown drill.

The superintendent of the Stafford County School District has apologized to a transgender stu
was unable to enter the girls’ or boys’ locker room during a lockdown drill.

The Free Lance-Star newspaper reported Scott Kizner spoke at the Stafford County Sc
Board’s meeting on Tuesday.

Kizner said he personally apologized to the trans middle school student for the incide
took place on Sept. 28.

“We did not live up to my unwavering expectation that every child and adult — regard
race, religion, color, disability, gender and sexual orientation — is treated with respec
dignity and for that I apologize to the student, the family and the Stafford communit
Kizner, according to the Free Lance-Star.

The incident received national attention after Equality Stafford, a local LGBT advocac
wrote about it on Facebook on Oct. 3.

“The student was forced to watch the adults charged with her care, debate the safest 
the other students) to have her shelter,” read the Facebook post. “During this debate,
instructed to sit in the gym with a teacher until the drill was complete, away from he
and identified as different. After some additional debate, she was made to sit in the lo
room hall way, by the door away from her peers. This happened because the child, in 
to being a model student, also happens to be transgender.”

Equality Stafford
about 4 years ago

Equality Stafford Community,

This past week, an incident occurred during a middle school lock down drill
in Stafford County. When the drill began, a particular class of children took
shelter in the bathroom/locker room nearest them as they were in PE. One
student was prevented from entering either the boys or girls locker room
while the teachers discussed where she should go. The student was forced
to watch the adults charged with her care, debate the safest place (for the o
... See more
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Local LGBT activists attended Tuesday’s meeting. The Free Lance-Star reported a num
trans people spoke.

The Stafford County School District does not include gender identity and sexual orien
its non-discrimination policy. The Free Lance-Star reported both Kizner and member
Stafford County School Board said during Tuesday’s meeting they are open to potent
changes.

The mother of a Stafford County Public Schools student who asked the Washington B
to identify them by name said Kizner’s apology “is very much appreciated.”

“Words are powerful, but it’s action that is meaningful and long lasting,” she said. “W
forward working with Dr. Kizner and the board to implement the inclusive policies an
trainings that were promised.”
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Expert downplays strategic thinking behind Putin’s move

Former Ambassador Daniel Baer explains
all on Ukraine crisis

Published 5 months ago on February 23, 2022
By Chris Johnson 

Daniel Baer served as U.S. ambassador to the Organization for Security & Cooperation in Europe. (Blade file photo by Michae

Daniel Baer, who worked on LGBTQ human rights and transatlantic issues as one of severa
openly gay U.S. ambassadors during the Obama administration, answered questions from 
Washington Blade on Ukraine as the international crisis continues to unfold.

Topics during the interview, which took place weeks ago on Jan. 27, included Putin’s
motivation for Russian incursions, the risk of outright war, predictions for Russia after Put
and how the crisis would affect LGBTQ people in Ukraine.

Baer was deputy assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights a
Labor and U.S. ambassador to the Organization of Security & Cooperation in Europe.
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The full interview follows:

Washington Blade: What’s your level of engagement with this affair? Are you doing
consulting work? Is the administration reaching out to you at all?
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Donald Trump (left) ribbed former Vice President Mike Pence (center) in a meeting with Andrew Napolitano for thinking "it's a crim
(Blade photos of Donald Trump and Mike Pence by Michael Key; screen capture of Andrew Napolitano via Fox News YouT
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Donald Trump, in the days before he took office after the 2016 election, openly contempla
naming an openly gay Fox News contributor to the U.S. Supreme Court amid concerns from
social conservatives about his potential choices and ribbed former Vice President Mike Pen
for thinking “it’s a crime to be gay,” according to the new book “Insurgency” detailing the
former president’s path to the White House.

The key moment between Trump, Judge Andrew Napolitano and Pence took place during t
transition period after the 2016 election when Trump invited the other two for a meeting a
Trump Tower.  That’s when Trump reportedly took the jab at Pence.

“During their meeting, for part of which Mike Pence was present, Trump ribbed Pence for 
anti-gay rights views,” the book says. “Addressing Napolitano, Trump gestured toward the
archconservative vice-president-elect and said, ‘You’d better be careful because this guy
thinks it’s a crime to be gay. Right, Mike?’ When Pence didn’t answer, Trump repeated him
‘Right, Mike?’ Pence remained silent.” CONTINUE READING
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Alphonso David, the former president of the Human Rights Campaign terminated by the
board after he was ensnared in the Gov. Andrew Cuomo scandal, sued the nation’s leading
LGBTQ group on Thursday, arguing he was fired as a result of racial discrimination “amid 
deserved reputation for unequal treatment of its non-white employees” and was explicitly
told he was paid less because he’s Black.

David, speaking with the Washington Blade on Thursday during a phone interview, said he
came to the decision to file the lawsuit after practicing civil rights law for 20 years and “ne
thought that I would be a plaintiff.”

“But I’m in this chair, I was put in this position,” David said. “And as a civil rights lawyer, I
couldn’t look the other way. It would be anathema to who I am and it would undermine m
integrity and purpose for the work that I do. And so I have to go through and make a very, 
difficult personal decision to file this lawsuit.”

The lawsuit filed Thursday in the U S District Court for the Eastern District of New York
CONTINUE READING
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